
With makeHistori, you can easily create, share, and edit timeline data 
online. Here are a few specific things you can do:

Create containers called ‘toris’ (as in stories) from scratch, and store 
your time lines in them via manual entry or file upload.

Use makeHistori tools to create time line pages using lists, charts, 
headlines and gauges. Link them together and synch them by clicking on 
entries or using the slider.

Search for toris others have already created  and add them to your 
pages.  

Edit toris  online simultaneously with anyone you choose, and invite 
others to view them via email invites.

Save pages and share them online to the world, as web pages or secure 
them for access only by your friends.

Read this guide to familiarize yourself with the main features of 
makeHistori and get started creating your own time line pages.

Click on Launch Now 
to start makeHistori



Note: makehistori uses Silverlight, a relatively new technology from Microsoft similar to 
Flash.

This is an add on to your browser, which you may already have installed.

If not, the first time you enter the site you will be prompted to download it.

There are different ways of getting started using makeHistori , you can create a new 
online tori you can search and use an existing one, or you can search and use an existing 
tori page.

Note: First login to makeHistori to see the full toolbar

Let’s start by using existing toris  that are already in makeHistori .

Creating your first makeHistori Page

To get started you may want to first clear the contents of the current page  to get some 
space to work in. Do this by going to the toolbar and clicking on the Clear Page button.

Note: If you have made modifications to the  current page you will be prompted to ask if 
you want to save the changes.  Do  save it if you may lose  work you need later.



To find tori s to place on your page go to the toolbar and click on the Tori s/Pages 
button and set it to Toris.  Type a search word into the search box, (the example below 
we have used the word history but you can try others like news or weather or stock), 
then click on the Search button.

The tori list entry is then placed 
on your page.  You can drag it 
to another location by clicking  
on it’s title bar and dragging it .

Click on one of 
the listed  toris 
and then on the 
List button.  



Search and place a few more toris on to your page so you have something that you 
meets your needs. An example is shown below:

While you are here try linking and synching  the toris by clicking on the Link All button 
on the tool bar and then on any  tori’s entry to synch them.  You can also enter dates 
into the slider at the top of the screen and synch using the slider.

Chain icon shows linked toris. Highlighted 
entries show synched toris



Creating a new Tori

To get started you again may want to first clear the contents of the current page  to get 
some space to work in. Do this by going to the toolbar and clicking on the Clear Page 
button.

Note: If you have made modifications to the page you will be prompted to ask if you 
want to save the changes.  Do  save it if you may lose  work you need later.

To create a new tori go to the toolbar and click on the Create Tori button..

Give the new tori a name. and a description. The example  below was created 
to store the time line of the lives of USA presidents.
Note: You need to give your tori a unique name. An error message will appear  
to tell you the name is taken, if someone has already used the name you chose.

Add an icon  to decorate the tori by pasting in a URL for an image.   Note : Use 
Google images to find something  appropriate. Small icon image sizes work 
best.



By default a tori stores text. Which is great for facts. But if you intend to 
store data such as charges on your utility bill which can be charted, then 
click the Numbers selection. 

Note the Power option is a special tori type which is expecting ‘watts’ 
values from an energy monitor and it automatically creates a power 
summary with calculated statistics such as kwh/day.  This will be discussed 
in more detail in a later section.

By default toris can be viewed but not edited  or deleted by Everyone, but 
you can change these settings as you require.

To create the new text type tori  click on the Create button.



The new tori is created and automatically appears on the page in it’s list 
view format with the  URL referenced picture  displayed.    
Note: A new empty tori will show the message No Entries returned.

Click on  the Add button on the bottom of the  tori  entries list  and the add 
entries window will open next to it.

Adding Entries Manually to a Tori



1. Type your text into the box  and if you run out of space click on More Text…. for 
a bigger window .

2. Type the date of your entry into the date box or click on the Calendar button
and find the date you need.  If you know the time then enter that into the hours, 
minutes and secs entry boxes or leave them at zeros if you are not sure.  If you 
want to set the time and date to ‘now’ then just click on the Clock button .

3. Click on the Save button and the entry will appear in the tori list.



Typing in each entry individually can quickly become  tedious so there is a 
way to bulk import entries using a comma delimited file.

1. Create a .csv file using Notepad or Excel with the simple format  
timestamp, entry where the format of the date matches that of your 
location for example for the USA the format is  MM/DD/YYYY   hh:mm:ss, 
my entry An example file called usapresidents.csv is shown in the figure 
below:

Importing Entries into a Tori

2. Click on  the Add button on the bottom of the  tori  entries list  and then 
on the  Import CSV button.  An open file dialog window will appear . Locate 
your .csv file and then click on the dialog’s Open button.



Your data will then be automatically imported into the tori list.
Note: Even if your file entries are out of time order makeHistori will order 
them correctly in the tori  list as in the example below.

Note:  In this example  makeHistori makes it easy to answer the question 
‘Which two presidents died on the same day ?‘  It also happened to be 4th of 
July 1826  -the fiftieth anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, which Thomas Jefferson drafted in committee with John 
Adams (and Benjamin Franklin). 

Note: If a programmatic interface is what you want then go to our forum 
at forum.makehistori.com and the Development topic for examples of 
using our Public Tori API (Application Programmers Interface) with C#, 
Curl, Ruby, Python and VB. We also show examples of how to build an 
add in to Excel for bulk importing data.  Think of makehistori as a 
development platform for your real time and historical data project!

If you want to delete entries from your own toris or if you have been 
granted permission  to delete entries from by a tori owner, you can do so 
through using the  Search  feature on the  toris list.

Deleting Entries from a Tori

http://forum.makehistori.com/


3. When you are ready to 
delete, click on the 
Delete Between Button

2. Click on the Get 
Between Button and 
review the data  in the 
list above. Click on the  
Revert Button  if you 
need to reset back to 
the whole list of entries

1. Enter in the  time and date 
range that you wish to delete 

Click on the Search button on the bottom of the tori list to bring up the Get 
Entries dialog, shown below:

Note: Do this operation carefully as your entries will be permanently 
removed from the tori and we cant recover them.  You may want to first 
export your data into a csv file before doing the deletion. To do this use the 
Get Between button as above then click on the tori’s Info button and then 
the CSV Out button to output your data to a file.  For performance reasons 
we have limited the Get Between to 500 entries at a time, so for a large 
data set you may want to do this several times.



From Text Toris you can also easily add Headlines to your page by clicking on the 
Headline icon on toris list.

You can go to the web page of the original  article by 
clicking on the Link to Article

Move your toris where you want them on your page by clicking and dragging their title 
bars.



Creating a Number Tori

Give the new tori a name. and a description. The example  below was created 
to store the time line of miles per gallon recorded from several trips in my gas 
guzzling SUV.

Click the Numbers selection and the fields appear so that you can enter the 
expected range of your numbers and a display gauge type. You can also 
enter the units of measure of your readings.  Range and Units of measure 
will be used to scale and label your trend and gauge belonging to this tori.

Again as described earlier for the text tori, by default toris can be viewed 
but not edited  or deleted by Everyone, but you can change these settings 
as you require.

To create the new number type tori  click on the Create button.



The new tori is created and automatically appears on the page in it’s list 
view format with the  URL referenced picture  displayed.    
Note: A new empty tori will show the message No Entries returned.

As described earlier for the text tori, click on  the Add button on the 
bottom of the  tori  entries list  and add your entries. Make sure you enter 
numbers in this case. Text will automatically be rejected.



From Number Toris you can easily add Gauges and Charts to your page by clicking on 
the gauge and chart icons on the toris list.

Move your toris where you want them on your page by clicking and dragging their title 
bars.



Adding Notes and Pictures

You can add some simple notes and pictures to your page using the Add Note button on 
the toolbar.  This will open a ‘transparent window’ ready for your text or a picture url 
link.

Click on the Star Icon 
to open up a 
formatting dialog

To insert a picture we
use a url for now !

Drag the bottom 
corner to fit the 
picture!

Note : Use Google 
images to find 
something  
appropriate. Small 
image sizes work 
best.



When you are ready to Save your page click on the Save Page button on the toolbar. The 
Save Page dialog will appear as follows:

Give the new page a name and a description. 
Note: You need to give your page a unique name. An error message will appear  to tell you 
the name is taken, if someone has already used the name you chose.

By default t your pages can be viewed but not edited  or deleted by Everyone, but you 
can change these settings as you require.

To create the new page click on the Create button.



With all of that covered then you should be able to create a page like the one shown 
below for a high school marine biology field trip. This page allows correlations using link 
and synch of the observed data (number of crabs and types) to the weather and tides.  

Share your pages and compare them with your friends. 

Have fun and makeHistori !



Creating a Power Tori – SaveEnergi with makeHistori

A power tori is very similar to a number tori (as we created above) but with the 
added functionality that it automatically calculates energy consumption 
statistics from a simple ‘watts’ input.  

Note: You may not need to create this type of tori  if you are using a 
makeHistori Current Cost Scanner to populate your toris . The  scanner may 
have created your power tori for you, as well as a number tori to store your 
Current Cost’s temperature reading.  If you are using the latest version of the 
scanner then try searching for your power toris before  creating them.

Click the Power selection and the fields appear so that you can enter the 
expected range of your power readings and a display gauge type. You can 
also enter the charge rate multiplier per kwh and the currency symbol for 
your location. Range will be used to scale your trend and gauge belonging 
to this tori.

Again as described earlier for the text tori, by default toris can be viewed 
but not edited  or deleted by Everyone, but you can change these settings 
as you require.

To create the new power type tori  click on the Create button and the 
empty list tori will automatically appear on your page.



If the power tori is been fed from a scanner then its entries will be automatically 
updated. To see the updates, and generally to make a makehistori page refresh, then 
click on the small clock icon and the page will update every 30 seconds.  

Note: If you are trying to link and synch toris it is best to have the clock set to red as 
updates will confuse your work by jumping to the current time.

Click on the clock 
to turn it green 
for refresh every 
30 seconds

Note: In early versions of our 
scanners you may be asked for 
the receiving tori id. You can 
find this by clicking on the Info 
button.



From power toris , just like number toris, you can easily add Gauges and Charts to your 
page by clicking on the gauge and chart icons on the toris list. Click on the Link All 
button and then clock icon at the top of the page to see them all refresh together to the 
most recent readings!



A power tori is unique in that it has the a Power Summary results tori automatically 
created for it.  To see the Power Summary results use the toris search to find a power 
tori and then click on the Power button which will appear for that tori type.

Note: A Power 
Summary will link and 
synch like any other 
tori, but if you want to 
revert to the current 
time, then click on this 
button.

Note: A Power Summary will immediately show estimates of current kwh, equivalent 
costs per day and month, but the other statistics will obviously build up over time.



With all of that covered then you should be able to create a page like the one shown 
below which will allow you to link and synch your homes energy use to the weather, 
news, stocks and your own power diary.  Share it and compare it with your friends. 

Have fun and makeHistori !


