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Introduction  

This manual is a Quick Start Guide to get you logging data to makeHistori .com 

using the makeHistori Current Cost  Scanner .  

 

Prere quisites  

First y ou will need a Current Cost data cable  to connect your CC to a PC :   

http://www.currentcost.com/product - datacable.html  

If a cable did not come with your Current Cost it can be purchased from several 

sources including:  

http://www.electricity - monitor.com/current - cost - data - cable - p - 91.html  

 

Also you will need to install the USB - Serial dri ver from Prolific at 

http://www.cooldrives.com/wividrforprc.html  

 

Note we have had mixed results using the Prolific driver for Windows Vista but solid 

performance running the driver and our scanne r on Windows XP.  Intermittent operation on 

Vista is an issue with the recommended driver from CC and not  the scanner. Any feedback 

on how to get good stable communications to a CC with Vista would be welcomed through 

our forum at forum@makehistori.com  

 

Wi th the prerequisites cover ed , nowé 

Download the makeHistori CC Scanner from:  

www.makehistori.com/mHPowerScanner.zip  

Unzip the files and then double click on Setup.Exe to run the installation file , then  

follow the simple on screen installation instructions.  

After a successful installation a shortcut to óPower  Scannerô will be on your 

Start/Programs menu . 

The steps  below will get you quickly up and running  with logging Current Cost 

data to makeHisto ri.  

 

http://www.currentcost.com/product-datacable.html
http://www.electricity-monitor.com/current-cost-data-cable-p-91.html
http://www.cooldrives.com/wividrforprc.html
http://www.makehistori.com/mHPowerScanner.zip
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Step 1  

You are aiming to setup the system as shown in the figure below:  

 

 

Step 2  

Now that the Current Cost is connected to your PC and the MH CC Scanner is 

installed  you can get it talking to the makeHistori web site.  

Run the Power Scanner by clicki ng on the shortcut on the Start/Programs on your 

PC.  
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To get your Security API Key  Number you will need to log in to makeH istori.com 

and go to My Profile and either generate or GET your API Key   .  Enter it in to  the 

Step 1 box.  

Get the COM Port number w hich is being used for the Current Cost using the 

Windows Control Panel and Device Manager. Enter it into the Step 2 box.  

 

For Step 3, select the country version of Current Cost that you own and also 

whether it is an Envi or Classic type.  The Envi is in t he ócurvier iPhone likeô case. 

It is important to get the country version correct as makeH istori then knows 

whether to label your temperature data in DegF or DegC.  

 

In Step4. Decide on a name that will help you easily identify your power, 

temperature and e rror log toris when you want to see your data in makeHistori.  

In the example on the screen above three toris will be created called:  

Power_BeachHouse with a default description (power, BeachHouse)  

Temperature_BeachHouse with a default description (Tempera ture, BeachHouse)  
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ErrorLog_BeachHouse with a default description (ErrorLog, BeachHouse)  

Note: You can always change the descriptions later using the tori edit function on the 

makeHistori, but the names are fixed.  It may happen that someone else uses the s ame 

name and that is OK as you can find your toris using the My Toris button on makeHistori.  

All toris have a unique identifier behind the scenes so your data will not get mixed up with 

someone elseôs. 

Press the Create New Toris button and then the scanne r will communicate with 

makeHistori and create your toris. The message Creating Toris should appear in 

the log window. If it is successful it will then automatically move  on to the final 

page as shown below:  

 

 

Press the Test Scan button and then the scann er will communicate with your 

Current Cost and take one reading as a test.  
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The log messages should be as shown above (in this case the Current Cost has 

readings from 2 clamps as would be expected from a USA installation). Now press 

the Test Store butto n and the reading will be sent to your tori at makeHistori. The 

reading will be cleared from the list window and the Number of Entries in the 

Buffer will go to 0 as the send to makeHistori is completed successfully.  

 

Before moving on to Step 6 and starting  automatic logging, this is a good time to 

do a quick test of a simple web page of your reading  by clicking on the Step 7 Web 

View button. You should be directed to a simple web p age as shown below.  
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Note add this page url to your favorites so you can easily come back to it to do a quick 

check of your home via a browser or your iPhone. W e will make this page have more 

functionality in the future and we are happy to take your requests through the forum at 

forum @makehistori.com  

You can also add a simple iGoogle Gadget of your homeôs energy readings by clicking on the 

Step 8 iGoogle button.  

 

 

When you are ready to start continually logging Current Cost readings to 

makeHistori then simply click on the Start Loggin g button.   

mailto:forum@makehistori.com
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The scanner is configured to take a reading every 1 minute, store it locally on your 

PC and then send a burst of readings to makeHistori every 5 min ute s. So watch 

the scanner for 5 or 10 minutes to ensure everything is operating normally.  

 

Leave the scanner running, you can minimize, but donôt exit the program or the 

readings will stop being collected.   

 

Note we are working on a version which can run as a service on your PC, and would like to 

hear feedback from you through the forum if you wo uld like an automatic scanner service.  

 


